[Autobiographical memory in aging].
Episodic memory deficits are characteristic of old subjects. However, few results concern studies of autobiographical memory, one of the most essential part of human memory. Usually remote, but not recent, memory is regarded as preserved in aging. This phenomenom is well known as the Ribot's law. We briefly present the recent models of autobiographical memory and we detail the different aspects of aging on the two components, either episodic or semantic, of autobiographical memory. The data are reviewed with respect to the different kinds of autobiographical memory assessments : cue-words technique, autobiographical verbal fluency and interview. In addition, we present the results from novel autobiographical memory tasks specially designed to be more valid and reliable than the previous neuropsychological tools by assessing the contribution of episodic and semantic memory systems to autobiographical performance viaexperimental paradigms (remember/know). This review shows that the Ribot's law is not confirmed in aging by contrast with Alzheimer's disease. Indeed, in older subjects, the performances on episodic autobiographical memory tests diminish with time interval, with a clear recency effect. Moreover, the episodic, but not the semantic, component of autobiographical memory is significantly altered in aging.